JEDBURGH GRAMMAR SCHOOL
PARENT COUNCIL 
MINUTES
22 APRIL 2008
PRESENT:

MRS C MCLACHLAN

MR I FRASER
MR P DOUGLAS
MR C MCDONALD

MR P ALLAN
MRS L DUFFELL
MRS A MABON

MRS HALLEY
MRS R MUIR

	
	
	

	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	I Fraser spoke to Councillor Len Wyse to see if he would be interested in attending the parent council meetings.  He has requested a copy of the minutes be sent to him.
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Mr Allan introduced himself to the parent council members and talked about school improvements, policies and news.
Mr Allan is meeting with all the PT’s to discuss development priorities.  

Discipline is an issue which staff feels strongly about and Mr Allan is keen to hear what the Discipline action groups are coming up with (19 staff members are on this group which includes 4 sub committees).

The budget cuts for this year have now been reduced slightly, and a saving of £28,000 has to be found.  

School Update:
Staffing:

The Art Department will retain Lucy Chalmers on a .9 post 

The Social Subjects Department will welcome Catriona Adams on a .9 post

The Social Dining Building has had a fresh coat of paint during the Easter holidays and is now lovely and bright.  The new carpets will be installed sometime before the start of the new school term in August.

S3 exams are ongoing and JGS is one of only a few schools which brings in (at a cost) invigilators to make the exams as real to the final SQA’s as possible. 

Next week sees the start of Health Week.  Mrs Farrell and her group have worked hard and JGS have gained health promoting status

Public Speaking – JGS has a team of 3 going to London this weekend to attend and take part in the UK final of the Public Speaking competition.
Michael Moore was approached to try and help the pupils to make their topic of ‘Referendum on the Treaty of Lisbon’ more interesting.  His help was greatly appreciated and Mr Allan will send out a thank you letter on behalf of the group.
The drama performance ‘Sparkleshark’ which was held in Hawick was a great success and it is hoped that the group will be able to put on their performance in the school for different year groups in the future.  It was noted that a number of staff attended the performance and this was a boost to the pupils.

P Allan would like to speak with local businesses to reinforce positive links with the school.  It is hoped that in the future pupils can have some vocational opportunities.
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	3.
	FUNDRAISING
A letter was received from Ben Redman on behalf of the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.  They would like to raise £250 for new equipment.  It was suggested that they come up with a fundraising idea and the parent council will support this.  It will also be a good way of raising the profile of the group within the school and local community.  I Fraser will write a letter to Mr Redman.

The British Legion Hall has been booked for a coffee morning on 30 August 2008.  C McLachlan will write a letter to confirm the booking.

Various types of fundraising events were discussed including a Body Shop/Virgin Vie evening.  L Duffell will find out more details regarding this kind of event which may be a good way of raising funds before Christmas.  

Spring/Autumn Fair was also discussed but will need more thought.  This type of event may be held in the future.

L Duffell raised the point that this years S4 had, had to use some of their own money for start up costs for their enterprise schemes and was wondering if the parent council may use funding to support this type of initiative.  It was not sure where this course will slot in to the new timetable.
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	4.
	The summer term newsletter will contain details of the coffee morning to be held in August.  This will give parents/staff plenty of time to collect for bottle stalls, raffles etc.  At the next meeting arrangements will be discussed in full.
	


NEXT MEETING
Date of Next Meeting:  
TUESDAY 27 MAY 2008
Venue:

JGS, STAFF ROOM
Time:

7pm
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