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A Guide for Business Partners
CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE – In a Nutshell

Curriculum for Excellence is about bringing life to learning and learning to life.  It has been introduced to raise standards of learning and teaching and help improve our children’s life chances.

It focuses on the importance of knowledge and skills.  It offers a broad and deep general education to S2 with options in the senior phase.  It promotes the ability to learn – a skill for life that will help young people go on to further study, to secure work and to navigate through life.

There are new ways of assessing progress and ensuring young people achieve their best.  There are qualifications for literacy and Numeracy from 2012/13 and new National 4 and 5 qualifications from 2013/14, replacing the Standard Grade and Intermediate 1 and 2.  Our well-regarded Access, Highers and Advanced Highers will be updated.

FOUR CAPACITIES
These underpin all learning and teaching for young people from ages 3–18.



EXPERIENCES & OUTCOMES
These are learning opportunities for all young people in:

· Expressive Arts 
· Health and Wellbeing
· Languages and Literacy

· Mathematics and Numeracy

· Religious & Moral education

· Sciences

· Social Studies

· Technologies

Experiences and Outcomes are expressed in a language that everyone can understand.  Young people, parents & carers and teachers will share a common understanding of learning and teaching.  All children are entitled to receive a high quality broad education with an emphasis on the teaching of Literacy, Numeracy and Heath & Wellbeing.

There will be more cross-subject teaching.  Numeracy, Literacy and Health & Wellbeing will be the responsibility of everyone.  Departments in secondary schools will work more closely together.

The new curriculum will allow teachers to be more creative and have more choice in what and how they teach.

There will be more opportunities for pupil choice and personalisation in learning as they progress through levels.

These levels will replace the 5-14 levels A-F.  Young people will have more opportunities to learn in depth and for enrichment rather than racing through 5-14 levels.


	PROGRESSION

	Level
	Stage

	Early
	The pre-school years and P1or later for some

	First
	To the end of P4, but earlier for some

	Second
	To the end of P7, but earlier for some

	Third & Fourth
	S1 to S3, but earlier for some.

Fourth level equates broadly to SCQF level 4

	Senior Phase
	S4-S6 and college or other means of study


ACHIEVEMENT
Everyone knows the importance of formal qualifications at school – but young people are involved in a wide range of activities and have other important achievements that many never hear about, for example in:

· Volunteering

· Part-time employment

· Hobbies and interests

· Projects that they undertake across the curriculum and their participation in the life of the school

· Helping care for a relative at home

QUALIFICATIONS
There will be changes to the current system.  This will help children prepare for life, work and further study.

This is a curriculum for everyone and we want to work in partnership with parents, community, partner agencies, local businesses and colleges, etc.
To find out more, use this link:     
www.curriculumforexcellencescotland.gov.uk         

Some ways in which Businesses can possibly be involved in CfE at Jedburgh Grammar School
· Video conferencing support and advice

· Support for S5 and S6 student induction programme

· Involvement in our work experience programme

· Mock interviews – contributing to the school’s Personal and Social Education courses

· Conducting seminars with small groups 

· School website development

· Possible work shadowing in the Partners’ context

· Preparation for University life advice (informal discussion sessions conducted by recent graduates) 

· Guest speaker type input – to classes / selected groups

· Invited to act as judge / facilitator / advisor

· Workshops on teambuilding / office etiquette / communication and presentation skills

· Coaching or mentoring pupils

· Support school projects eg creation of the Memorial Garden

· Support staff development

· Support  and advice for Marketing activities

· Support and advice for Enterprise activities

· Careers advice

· Such other support activities as are identified and agreed throughout the session

CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE 

· represents a bold and ambitious journey for everyone involved in education

· will deliver relevant, inspiring, engaging education for every child and your person in Scotland

· will equip young people for the workplace and world of tomorrow

· will help all young people, regardless of background, to be successful
Successful
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